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EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE HEALTHCARE

AHE

Education for Sustainable Healthcare (ESH)
Tues. 9 Sept from 16-17h00 on TEAMS

Join the meeting now

Time Presenters

Dr James Irlam

(SAAHE ESH SIG exco)

Dr Gerda Botha

(Health Sciences Education,
SMU)

Prof Marianne Unger
(Physiotherapy, SU)

16-16h10 WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

16h10-16h20  Education for Sustainable Healthcare through IPECP:
(incl. Q&A) curriculum development and research at SMU

16h20-16h30 Shaping Tomorrow’s Physiotherapists: Our Journey
(incl. Q&A) at Stellenbosch University

Insights from integrating environmental and

1,6h30'16h40 planetary health education into the Bachelor of Prof Talitha Cr'owley
(incl. Q&A) . . (School of Nursing, UWC)
Nursing curriculum (2023-2025) at UWC

16h40-16h50  Embedding Planetary Health into Medical Education  Dr Christian Lueme (Planetary

(incl. Q&A) teaching and training Health, SU)
Fostering Climate Resilience and Eco-Ethical Practice
16h50-16h55 . g - Dr James Irlam
in the UCT Faculty of Health Sciences (Div. Environmental Health,

Call for papers - Environmental sustainability across UCT)

Sy the medical education curriculum

Dr Gerda Botha, Health Sciences Education, Sefako Makgatho University

Education for Sustainable Healthcare through IPECP: curriculum development and research at SMU

Gerda Botha is the Academic Project Manager of the School of Medicine at Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences
University, Ga-Rankuwa, South Africa. She has extensive experience in curriculum development and design as
well as academic planning and accreditation for UG and PG programs, including for subspecialist training. She is
a member of the various Governance structures in the School and committees of Senate and she also drives the
LOOOP mapping and related educational research in the School. She is seasoned in the design and developments
of decentralized platforms for training and early patient exposure for undergraduate medical students. Her
research interests are mainly in HPE, focusing on curriculum mapping, social responsiveness, inter-professional
medical education, diversity and disparity.

Prof Marianne Unger, Dept of Physiotherapy, Stellenbosch University

Shaping Tomorrow’s Physiotherapists: Our Journey at Stellenbosch University

Prof Unger is an Associate Professor in Physiotherapy at Stellenbosch University with almost 30 years of
academic, clinical, and leadership experience. She holds a PhD in Paediatric Neurology and has dedicated much
of her research to optimising interventions for children with cerebral palsy. Alongside her passion for paediatric
neurology, Prof Unger is a strong advocate for innovation in physiotherapy education, leading curriculum
renewal and embedding blended, evidence-informed approaches that prepare students for the realities of
modern healthcare practice. She is deeply committed to student success, mentorship, and social accountability.
She champions sustainable and planetary health, integrating these priorities into teaching and professional
training. Prof Unger’s work aims to ensure that graduates are not only clinically competent and adaptable but
also equipped to address the health challenges of communities and the environment in a rapidly changing world.
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Prof Talitha Crowley, School of Nursing, University of the Western Cape

Insights from integrating environmental and planetary health education into the Bachelor of
Nursing curriculum (2023-2025)

Dr. Talitha Crowley, PhD, MCur, PGDip, is an Associate Professor and Academic Division Head in the School of
Nursing at the University of the Western Cape. An NRF Y-rated researcher, she specialises in Primary Care
Nursing, Nursing Education, and Management, with a focus on adolescent HIV self-management and Primary
Care innovation for prevention, resilience, and lifelong health.

Dr Christian Lueme, Stellenbosch University

Embedding Planetary Health into Medical Education teaching and training

Dr. Lokotola Christian Lueme is an early career researcher in Climate change and air pollution impact on human
health, and healthcare service. He has an MPH and PhD in Public Health. His current expertise is in Planetary
Health Medical Education (integration of planetary health into Health Professional Education) and building
climate resilient and Sustainable Primary Health Care.

Dr James Irlam, Division of Environmental Health, School of Public Health, University of Cape Town

Fostering Climate Resilience and Eco-Ethical Practice in the UCT Faculty of Health Sciences

Dr James Irlam’s teaching and curriculum development work focuses on Planetary Health, Climate Change and
Sustainable Healthcare. James is the founder of the Education for Sustainable Healthcare Group to develop the
agency of health professionals in addressing the pressing planetary health challenges facing SA. James’ PhD in
Public Health from UCT was on Education about Planetary Health and Sustainable Healthcare (ESH) in South
African health professions education. He is leading efforts in curricular integration of ESH at the UCT Faculty of
Health Sciences, and is supervising a student-led assessment for the second faculty Planetary Health Report Card
in 2026.

To find out more about the Education for Sustainable Healthcare (ESH) Special Interest Group of
SAAHE, please visit our webpage and sign up for our mailing list

Dr James Irlam, Convener (James.Irlam@uct.ac.za)


https://phreportcard.org/south-africa/
https://saahe.org.za/education-for-sustainable-healthcare/

